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NEW-YORK, TUESDAY, DEC. 23, 1879. 


AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


AGADEMY ‘OF MUSIO—Ama. 
UNION-SQUARE THEATRE—Frexcu Fuats. 
WALLAOK’S TRE—Estaniz. 
DALY'S THEA AN Anaptan Niaxv. 
PARK THEATRE—Parrz m Inetann. 
HAVERLY'S THEATRE—Tue Garter Suave 
‘ FIFTH-AVENUE—E. M. 8. Prtayors. 
NIBLO’S GARDEN—Heanxrs oF Srzen 
BROADWAY OPERA-HOUSE—Sraarzciers. 
THEATRE COMIQUE—Motitcan.Guanpvs’ Ourtsrmas. 
SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS—Vaarerv. 
STANDARD THEATRE—Panrroess Toro, 
‘THE AQUARIUM—Unora Tom's Canre. Matinéa, 
THE OCIRCUS—ERomers Dumpry. Matinée. 
MADISON: -BQUARE GARDEN—W a xnre-matcs. 
V—_——— 
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The Signal Service Bureau report indicates, | 


Yor to-day, im this region, south and west 
winds, warmer, partly . cloudy, or . clear 
weather, stationary or rising barometer. 


Judge Epmunps yesterday moved in the 
ipreme Court that what is known as the 
jegal tender case should be advanced on 
the calendar, and should be set down for 
hearing at some day of the present term, 
We civein another’ column the brief and 
togent argument by. which Mr. Epuunps 
supported ‘the motion. He presented the 
ease as one of peculiar public importance, 
involying the right of Congress to make the 
notes ofthe Government legal tender in times 
of peace.. He especially .called attention 
to the views of the President, the Secretary 
of the Treasury; and the Controller of the 
Durrency upon the principles involved. - He 
further argued the peculiar timeliness which 
8 decision of the case would now have, since 
it would affect no private.or public interests 
injuriously, as might not be the case were 
it deferred. Such an argument, submitted 
by one of the foremost jurists of thecountry 
hs # court of which he'may not improbably 
poon be himself amember, cannot but carry 
great weight. It is difficult to see how the’ 
court can reject it. - 
| 
” "Phere will be redeemable during the next 
Rix months, $740,000,000 of United 
bonds, of which over $273,000,000 
interest at 6 per-cent., and the re- 
mosinder “at 5 per dent. Conereds will be 
required to make provision during the 
resent session for the redemption of 
(these bonds, though the powersof the} 
Beeretary of «the Treasury under the 
supplemental refunding act of’ Jan,’ 
af 1879, sre not’ yet exhausted. 
© maximum issue .of 4 per. cent. 
onds authorized by thesoriginal refunding 
sets was $1,500,000,000, of ‘which 
-.. §1,398,000,000 have already been issued: 
> There thus remain $102,000,000. which 


‘the law of 1879, »which provides that 
-» ¥ whenever all such ‘five-twenty bonds shall 
«have been redeemed, the provisions of this 
* -pection oa existing provisions of law au- 
:) the {refunding of the national debt 

- shall. Gan clay Ae any bonds of the United 
States bearing interest at 5 per centum 
oper annum, ore higher rate, which may. be 
“4 ble.” “The Secretary's visit to New- 
of hs ge supposed to have some more or less 


agra the Repsbileash of 


satpro i ety resist the Gar- 


usurpation by force, and that the 
has said that he would. an sieg 


o interference. | pe A 


receives... 

advantage fro ‘@ brisk basins in the im- ° 
‘plements of warfare. The contest was 
close and exciting, and resulted in the clec- 
tion to represent Sheffield of a Liberal, who 
was put forward. for, the deliberate purpose 
of challenging a popular verdict on 
gressive policy which so fascinated she late 
Mr. RogBUCKE: i i 


. _—_— 

There was the usual abundance of good 
speeches at the Néw-England dinner last 
night; but nothing was said whichirises in 
importance above the ordinary level of afber- 
dinner talk. © Secretary, SHERMAN in- 
troduced some politics’ into the o?a- 
torical . bille of fare, but . abstained | 
from any reference to  controverted 
topics. It would require very uhéommon 
ingenuity to extract any particular, signifi- 
cance from his casual and kindly reférence 
to Gen. GRANT, and any ofie desiring infor- 
mation as to the precise shade of the Views 
at present held by Mr. SaeumaNn in 
regard to the constitutional. aspect. of o 
Government currency will turn in vain to 
his good-humored and informal talk of last 
night, ‘The speeches of: the evening, in 
spite of, or rather because of, their lack of 
grave matter, will be found very interesting 
reading, and are fairly and fully set forth 
in our columns to-day. 


BANK CUBRENCY AND #18 REDEMP- 
TION. 

Should the legal-tender notes be with- 
drawn, as it is almost certain that they will 
be in time, itis generally understood that 
the notes of the national banks will be the 
reliance of the country as far as paper cur- 
rency is concerned. It is, therefore, to the 
last degree necessary that these notes 
should be made . not. only absolutely 
secure as to ultimate redemption, but 
readily and constantly convertible into. 
gold. Anything short of that wonld be a 
mistake, and would impose possibilities of 
danger in the fdture to which it would be 
criminal to close our eyes. There is already 
no doubt as to the intrinsic value of the na- 
tional bank notes.. It is perfectly certain 
that no holder of them can, in the long run, 
lose a dollar by them. The bonds deposited 
by the banks are ample’, security for 
their redemption; and the process provided 
by law for bringing about that redemption, 
in case of insolvency, is as complete, well- 
guarded, and as rapid, probably, as could 
be secured by statute. Under these cir- 
cumstances, there is no reason to fear that 
the country will again resort to the vary- 
ing, insecure, and confusing system of 
State banks. Whether tite legal-tender notes 
are withdrawn entirely, and the bank-notes 
are left to‘ form, ‘with coin, the currency 
of the country, or whether the legal-tender 
quality of the Government paper only is 
abolished, and it is left in the form of 
Treasury notes receivable for Government 
dues, tho perfect intrinsic value of ‘the 
bank paper will: remain the same. It will 





| which, in their turn, sustain the bank-notes. 


| with ‘its ultimate redemption secured, 
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‘still be current in every part of the land. 


It will still be protected as carefully as now 
from any possible depreciation and from 
counterfeiting, and it will still be issued 
“to corporations which, from ‘their wide dis- 
tribution, will be able to know and satisfy 
the legitimate commercial needs of the 
country. Itis hardly conceivable that from 
such a system as this Congress would turn 
to the revival of one which, at its best, was 
no better'than this, and which at all times 
in¢luded many institutions that were unsafe. 

And yet itis not to be denied’ that. the 
note system of the national banks is radi- 
cally defective, because the notes, while 
convertible by law with either coin ‘or 
“lawfal money,” are not, as a matter of 
fact and in practice, kept convertible. | Ex- 
cept by the operations of the Redemption 
Bureau at Washington, which are entirely 
confined. to the exchange of old’ and worn 
notes for new ones, and which accomplish 
nothing but to keep the bank paper clean 
and whole, there. is, in reality, no 
redemption of the notes, for the reason that 
there is no motive for any actual redemp- 
tion. The volume of the bank-notes is very 
nearly the same as . that of . the legal 
tenders in which they are redeemable ; they 
serve precisely the same poitriomoh Ain’ or- 
dinary, transactions ; they are legal tender 
from oné. bank to another, or to the bank 
which ‘issued them, and there: is no oc- 
casion for their presentation. Practically, 
the ‘real burden of redemption lies on the 
‘shoulders of the Government, and the gold 
in'the Treasury sustains the legal tenders, 


But should the legal tenders be withdrawn, 
or cease to be a medium of redemption for 
the: bank-notes, the situation would be 
greatly changed. ‘We should then have a 
‘paper gurrency ‘which could be. ex- 

ab the discretion of the banks, 


with its actual convertibility de-. 


gold which, | 


) on hand, ° This re- 
pire) gies in 


BO. eriabiceeee and demoralizing’ a8 
Its inevitable’ effect is to produce a fic. 


caused by paper money, non-exportable, 
is not. wholly subject to correction by the 
general forces of trade. A country doing 
business on a. currency actually equivalent 
to gold may be subject to great fluctuations 
of brsiness, to excessive. stimulation, fol-* 
lowed by a corresponding depression, as 
the experience’ of England during: the last’ 
eight years illustrates. But there is always: 
the tendency in these’ difficulties ‘to cor- 
rect themselves, and whatever excesses the 
country may indulge in, the banks as issuers 
of currency are not involved.” Naturally, 
the contrary is the case where | banks are 
relieved from direct and constant responsi- 
‘bility. to keep their notes convertible into 
gold. Weshall not now undertake to point 
out the’ means by which the condition on 
which we have insisted may be carried out. 
We believe it to be entirely feasible, and 
we desire’to call attention, at this juncture, 
to its supreme importance. 


MONOPOLIES AND THEIR METHODS. 

The salutary check to the speculative ac- 
tivities of Wall-street does not imply any 
abatement of the energy with which in all 
parts of the West, from Lake Superior to 
the Mexican boundary, railroad projects are 
now pushed forward. ‘There is qa too com- 
montendency to make the Stock Exchange 
@ finencial barometer. Its expansion is 
confounded with prosperity; its collapse is 
the equivalent of goneral disaster. Noth- 
ing could be more absurd, or more mis- 
chievous, As a_rale, wild speculation in 
stoéks bétokens either an accumulation of 


operation of an unsound ‘financial system: 
Both eauses contributed to the recent bal- 
looning of stocks, which might be followed 
by as great a fall without injury to legiti- 
mate enterprise.. While, thén, Wall-street 
finds its prospect of. spending a glori- 
ous Christmas somewhat dimmed: by 
reverses, the -work of railroad devel- 
opment goes on unchecked. In some 
directions it may be going on at a little 
faster rate than prudence would prescribe, 
Here and there, it is visibly: ahbad of actual 
requirements, . We may safely assume, 
moreover, that in some: instances familiar 
experience. will’ be reproduced: money in- 
vested will be literally sunk ; original sub- 
scribers-will burn their fingers ; misfortune 
‘will be followed by reorganization and new 
life. ‘The general result, however, will be 
beneficial. * Roads that seem to run into a 
wilderness will create for themselves profit- 
able traffic. . Settlements will keep pace 
with the locomotive. What now.looks like 
another era of reckless railroad-building will 
yield enough of substantial results to com- 
pensate for incidental errors and~ losses, 
and to facilitate the general progress of the 
country. 





‘are at. work which will ultimately render 


ately pursue their policy of aggrandize- 


Pacific. . Its surplus revenues, acquired by 


have no interest whatever in Jax, ,Gounn’s - 
_aequisitions,” and that they will be ready 





Putting together the building of rail- 
roads,.the. buying of railroads, and’ the : 
consolidation of interests with the view of 
controlling railroads in order that monopo- 
lies may be strengthened and enlarged, itis 
evident that in certain directions forces 


inevitable the interference of the National 
Government.. The - Thurman settlement 
practically makes the Union and Central 
Pacific Roads for the time independent of 
the power that created them, They have 
but to set aside the moderate contributions 
called for by the law, and with the. rest of 
their enormous net receipts—the product 
of indefensible exactions—they may separ- 


ment. The Central will use its means 
to extend thé Southern Pacific to El Paso, 
and in this manner to éstablishin a southern 
latitude a monopoly. that shall in itself. be 
profitable, and shall at the same time pro- 
tect the present: transcontinental road. 
Similar measures characterize the Union 


the exaction of excessive charges, enable it 
to spread an iron network in all directions, 
Northward and southward; it, extends its 
eontroL To make control doubly SUPE, a 
Jay Gould combination has virtually taken 
possession of the Texas Pacific. Mr. THomas 
A. ScoT?. is one of the six:men who. have 
entered into the contract for extending the 
road to the Rio Grande, but Jay Gound is 
the master of the “party, and will have no 
difficulty in executing his pl tans. 

A. Ban. Francisco. journal, speaking ap 
parently after communication’ with officers 
‘of thé Central Pacific, declares that: ‘‘ the 
owners of the Central and Southern Pacific 


to deal fairly with the Atchison, Topeka 
‘and Santa F%, when, availing itself of the 


oid Atlantic and Pacific charter, it taps the |” 


traffic of the Southern Road. ‘Still further. 
to emphasize the separation of intereste, as. 


between Messrs. Hotixerox and Goptan | 2 
ho goa gcc venient 


idle capital, which is a, bad sign, or the 


faders} vee hin om ol 
titious enhancement of prices, which, being | rich: 
‘erushed, and the” 


with | ‘the BL 
Louis and San) Francisco renders _ it yet: iy 


| more antagonistic to his schemes. Henvd 


the newspaper assaults upon its managers 
and p 
along the thirty-fifth ‘parallel, isa) wise | 
undertaking, considered with reference to, 
the resources of the projectors, is a ques- 
tion. that concerns. themselves, But be- 
gause they choose to act independently: of 
Jay Gout, and to continue .an undertak- 
ing which has been rewarded with remark-\ 
able success, they are assailed in ‘his inter- 
est and in the interest of the monopoly. he 
directs. Their financial capacity is sneered 
at, and the forfeiture of their Jand. grant 
proclaimed. This may be Jay GouLp’s 
method of. damaging a dreaded rival, but it 
is not a method that will decide the action 
of Congress, or. influence unfavorebly the 
judgment of the public. 


THE ASTONISHMENT OF VOORHEES. 

Senator VOORHEES assumes,’in ‘his. reso- 
lution’ of inquiry concerning the negro 
“exodus,” that there is a conspiracy in the 
South which has for its object the removal 
of the: happy colored people of the South 
to a less attractive locality. Nothing conld 
be fairer on its face than thé 1 ‘of 
the resolution. It regites that it is alleged }, 


that the’ negroes are migrating in large 
numbers on’ account. of the cruel and-un- 


just conduct toward them of their white. 
fellow-citizens in the South. And the 
special committee is empowered to ascer- 
tain. the causes . of. this  emigra- 
tion, and .report the same to the 
Seflate. . But the remarks of) Mr. 
VOORHEES upon the. resolution very ¢lear- 
ly ‘indicate that he has prejudged the 
case, and that his opinion.as to the causes 
of the emigration differs very materially 
from the current popular opinion. . If there 
is a conspiracy on the part of disreputable 
people, both white and black, says Mr. 
VoorHess, to disturb the condition! of the 
black race in the South, and make them 
discontented and unhappy, this conspi- 
racy should be exposed and crushed. It is 
sufficiently obvious what Mr. VoorHess 
thinks is the cause of the so-called exodus, 
Senator Hitt, of. Georgia, cann»’ see 
why the colored people should leave his 
State, unless moved by false and witked 
stories: of plenty to be«found elsewhere. 
The Senator from Georgia magnanimously 
acquits “the great Republican Party of 
the North” of all complicity in this matter. 
He does not believe, he says, that the party 
machinery has been set in motion to move 
negroes from North Carolina and Georgia 
into Kansas and Indiana, for the purpose 
of increasing ; the Republican vote in 
certain .doubtfal States, and . lessen- 
ing Southern Representative © -popala-' 
tion. Nevertheless, this is the work 





mént of distorted imaginations, and that 


| affirm that there is & conspiracy’ afoot. 


‘representation in the Democratic South is 
has. received the bulk of. the colored emi- 





of individuals, he declares, and it is being 
done for the purpose of accomplishing pre- 
cisely the political ends which Senator Bini 
says thatthe Republican, Party is not to be 


charged with endeavoring to compass, 
Both Voorumgs and Hint agree in charging 
that somebody is engaged in the nefarious 
business of alluring the Southern negroes 
from their’ homes \in’ order that, although 
they may be financially ruined, - certain 
political purposes may be’ accomplished by 
théir removal tothe North. 

» The.curious part of this business is that, 
when the movement of the negroes began, 
it was sturdily denied that there. was any 
such migration going forward. It was vehe- 
mently charged, as most of our readers will 
recollect, that the alleged exodus was a fig- 


the ordinary moving of a few colored fami- 

lies to the North had been seized upon and 
magnified into a general migration, for 
political. purposes. It, anybody. is’ “‘ slan- 

dering the South” ‘now, it is Senator Voor- 
HEES, whose resolution declares that ‘‘ large 
numbers of negroes from the Southern States, 
and especially from the State of North Car- 
glina, are emigrating to the. Northern 
States, and especially to the State of In- 
diana.” This fact being no longer possible 
of denial, it is next necessary to account for 
its existence. Messrs. VooRHEES and Hii, 
having suddenly found that the negroes are 
leaving, (and that, too, in large mumbers, ), 


The Republican vote in certain doubtful 
States is to be increased, and the basis of 


to be lessened. Kansas, however,” which 
gration thus far, isnot a doubtful Repub- 


lican State.: Besides,,.Senator Voornees . 
sacra bom pep athert gc 


es. Whether the projected road | 


running away from the’ 
States, gsc op epg, | 
They ought tobe sat-. 

isfied.’ They are allowed'to live.’ There is: 


| no law prohibiting their existence. To be: 


sure, an ingenious system of law ties up an’ 
annual tenant so that he cannot sell ‘his. 
own produce until he has. paid a rent which 
ts large enough to consume nearly all his 
crop. And ‘he is harassed with other bur- 
‘dens, and made to feel his hopeless condi- 
tion by'all sorts of legal contrivances. Nev- 
‘ertheless, ho is not happy. He is not con- 
tented..The benevolent Mr. Voornngs, 
like the work-house  beadle, is horrified to 
think that his colored Oliver is ‘‘ asking for 
more.” ‘ 


* HE CANAL QUESTION. 
“<The partisans of the. different: schemes 
for cutting the Central American isthmus 
are full of faith and strong language. Mr. 
Menocat has ‘proved that M. Ds Lusseps 
cannot make a canal fhrough the Panama 
Isthmus because of the deep-rooted opposi- 


_ tion of the Chagres River to any such scheme. 


He asserts that this ill-tempered river will 
rise at. unexpected moments and completely 
wash the canal away; carrying it miles out 
to sea, where it will have to be taken in 
tow by large steamers and brought back for 
repairs.’ On the other hand, M: De Lessepy 
asserts that there are two grave reasons why 


‘the Nicaragda scheme is eritirely impracti- | 
cable: He claims that thé San Juan River 


-is too crooked and that no locks’ can be 
built. which will ‘accommodate modern 


what M. De Lesseps says, than that the Nic- 
aragaa Canalis impracticable, except Mr. 
Menocat’s demonstration that the Panama 
Canal is impossible, 

It is fortunate that in these circumstances 
‘there are able engineers who are ready 
with’ plans for removing all objections. 
One of these gentlemen proposes to take up 
the Chagres River, and to either throw it 
away or to remove it to some locality where 
it will do the least harm. This is an easy 
and complete solation of the only difficulty 
which isin the way of the Panama Canal, 
for no one pretends that if sufficient money, 
Chinamen, and spades are employed, the 
isthmus cannot. be cut through. How the 
Chagres River is to be taken up is a ques- 
tion of detail. It may either be pumped 
into large” boxes and transported, say, 
to the Desert of Sahara, or the mountains 
may be moved a few miles, so as to give it 
room to run away and empty itself into the 
Atlantic further south. Removing the river 
is, like. digging the canal, a mere. ques- 
tion of men, money, and spades, and the 
moment the scheme’ is mentioned to M. Dz 


van 


As to the Nicaragua route, there are two 
difficulties to be overcome, The San Juan 
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River is 80 crooked that no large steamers 
could navigate its. sudden curves, Mr. 


MENOCAL, however, promises to shorten it. 
Perhaps this can be done, but will it not re- 
quire new. and powerful machinery ? If 
Mr. Mewooat gan fasten sufficiently strong 


cables to each end of the river, and can 


‘attach these to steam engines of sufficient 


power, he can probably pull the river out 
straight, for it is an axiom of mechanics 
that if you have sufficient force at your 
command you can do anything. Still, the 
experiment of pulling so large a river ‘out 


straight by main foree has never yet been 


tried... There is a possibility that it might 
break sooner than bend, and, in that. case, 


what would Mr, Meyocan do with half a 


dozen pieces of broken river ? 

After the river has been straightened, the 
problem of the locks must be overcome. It 
really does look'as if locks sufficiently large 
to. accommodate the commerce of the next: 
twenty years could not be bnilt and suc- 
cessfully worked. There is no’ practical 
limit to the length of steamers except their 
draught; and as the new Cunarder of 7,500 
tons is to draw less water than the present 
White Star steamers of 5,000, there is no 
doubt. that ‘shallow vessels of fully a thou- 


gand feet long can be built to cross the. 


‘Sandy Hook bar, Such vessels could not 
pass through any locks that modern en- 
-ginéers .ever build, and hence it. looks as if 
M. Dz Lesseps was right in claiming. that 
the locks necessary to a gar sie at Canal 
are & fatal objection to it, 

But now comes Mr. O/Commen, 8 distin, 
guished engineer, formerly of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, with # plan for constructing 
a Nicaragua Canal without any locks what- 


ever. His scheme is modéled upon the fish-. 


‘adders in use in many salmon streams. 


| After straightening the San Juan River, he. 


‘proposes to put a series of gigantic salmon+ 
‘intervals of two or three. 


steam-ships. Nothing can be clearer from. 


Lissgps:he will at once perceive its ad- 


i pron 


Very few persons. “but feel’ some aa: of 
‘satisfaction from the fact that at this date the days: 
| begin to lengthen, Altnough Dec. 21 is astronoms- 
-eally the shortest day, there is hardly any percepti- 
dledifference between that and the following days of 
the month. Butin January. we begin to see the ex- 
‘pansion of the days, and as the light steadily length- 
ens we. seem to accomplish more and live more. 
Whether we do or not, we have the feeling, and feels 
ing is always more than fact. Everybody, young 
and old; prosperous and unprosperous, healthy or 
invalid, contented or discontented, is apt to have’s 
projudicein favor of daylight. Light is untversally 
weleome: it symbolizes opportunity, ambition, 
‘hopefalness, recompense, success; while darkness. 
stands for negation, for disappointment, sorrow, de- 
spondence, failure, extinction, forgetfulness. Un- 
questionably, all men are, as a rule, on better terms: 
with themselves, with the world snd nature general- 
ly, when the days are growing. longer than when the 
days are growing’ siforter. Those represent youth, 
these represent age. From January to June we 
have something to expect, or fancy we have, in the 
added hours, if in nothing else. “From July to: De- 
cember, the best appears to have gone; we are prone 
to look backward rather than forwar& and looking 
backward is usually sad. Most of us will say in- 
stinetively that we are glad that the shortest days 
have past, and that those to come ‘will be longer. 
We may not know why, but sentiment and assceia- 
tion are much; and play an active part in our esti- 
mate of life and time. 





WriiuM MoKes, senior: proprietor of the 
Globe- Democrat; who has just died in St. Louis, was, 
vhongh a native New-Yorker, an old resident of that 
city, having gone there soon after 1840, when the 
town began to grow rapidly «nd assume importance. 
Hoe was one of the founders of the Democrat, issued 
in 1852, and continued to be one of the publishers 
until he disagreed radically with his partner, Gzorax 
W. FisHBaok. as to the political policy of the pa- 
per, set up originally as an exponent: of the anti- 
slavery interests of Missouri. As the partners could 
not reconcile their differences, they decided to put 
the journal up at auction. FisHBACK and MoKez 
each expected toibuy it; but ita price went so high 
that the latter ceased to bid, and FisHpackx became 
the purchaser, at something like $500,000. Then 
McKzz, in conjunction with D. N. Hovssr, who 
had been one of the owners of the Democrat, issued 
the Globe as a rival sheet—a step considered decided- 
i ly rash, because St. Louis is not a good newspaper 
town, and because a new journal very rarely sue- 
ceeds in opposition to one long and firmly estab- 
lished. . But, contrary to precedent and expec 
tation, ‘the Globe carried off. most of the 
prestige. and much of “the patronage which 
the Democrat had enjoyed, and in a year or 
two Fisheack was ready, to sell, He offered 
the paper again and again to the Globe, whose 
propristors declined to make any offer. After some 
time, FISHBACK, as is asserted, discovered that Mo- 
Kee was implicated ti ‘the whisky frauds, and 
armed with his intellizence, once more proposed to 
sell the Democrat, and then, whatever the cause, 


now nearly five years old, and has flourished in spite 
of MoKex’s grrest and conviction, some three years 
since, for frauds upon the revenue. He was par- 

doned after some months’ imprisonment, and his 
fine of $10,000 remitted, his friends. claiming that 
he had been the victim of a conspiracy and most un- 
justly eondemued. Whether innocent or guilty, his 


-} condemnation necessarily injured him in publie esti- 


mation, and was the souree of great, though secret, 
mortification to himself. .He has never been, it is 
said, thé same man since he was pronounced guilty. 
Privately, MoKgx: was amiable, g-nial, a bright 
talker, and a very entertaining companion, © Ile 
leaves a property, a widow, and one child, 
a daughter, still unmarried. He may be remem- 
bered as one of the very few men who left an old 
journal to begin a new one, and with the new entér- 





prise ontstripped the old, and absorbed {¢ finally. 
In this respect, McoKxx and the Globe have been en- 
tirely exceptional. 


An appeal is to be made to the lovers of Wac- 
NER’s music“in this country to co-operate in the os- 
tablishment of s*permanent series of festivals at 
Bayreuth, in Bavaria, for the production in the most 
perfect style of WAanzEr’s operas. In other words, 
it Is: proposed to develop into a lasting institution 
the'single festival held at Bayreuthin 1876. It is 
stated thatthe founding of such an institution, assur- 
ing the regular periodical performance of his own-and 
other great musical works by the best artistic forces 
ia Germany, has been the ambition of WaGNrr’s 
life. After the great festival at Bayreuth, the vari- 
ous. Wagner Associations whieh had. previously 
worked without coneert,. were united in the Bay- 
treuth Patrons’ Union, whose object was to bring 
into one permanent organization the friends of the 
master’s art and theories, with the view of establish- 
ing the system of regular festival, The intention 
was that. the first festival ‘should be held in 1880, 
when WAGNER'S latest creat work, = Pham sh 
should be given on a scale of Pp 
‘and perfection, under the direction of the composer: 
This hope, however, will not be realized, for the 
reason that the necessary funds.cannot be raised in 
time. Furthermore, the nécessity has: become ap- 
parent of. seeking ald ontside of Germany, afd- 
WaGnerR and his friends~ look hopefully 
to this country where there has been a striking de- 
velopment of Wagnerianism in recent years. The 
plan is to give great triennial festivais at Bayreuth. 
_ under the personal supervision of Wacner. The 
first festival will be given in 1881, providing the 
necessary amount of money is raised in season, The. 
sum of $100,000 is still needed. An effort will be 
made to obtain this amount during 1880 by large sub- 
scriptions. Every subscriber of $100 will bé entitled 
| to admission to eight separate performances of the fes- 
tival plays at Bayreuth, each repetition of the same 








opera being considered a part of thesame performance. 


These performances of the first work may be witnessed 
‘for $25. During the festivals, or. the intervening 
years, it is proposed to preduce in. “most perfect 
style possible, under the direction of WAGNER, great 
‘symphonies by other masters. The programme of 
: performances of WAGNER'S, works has already: been 
for the coming ten years. ‘At the first 
festival in 1881,  Parsifal”, cwill be given four 
‘times; in 1884, “‘Tristan-and Isolde” and ‘Die 
“Meistersinger,” three, times cach; in 1887, “Der 
Fiiegenge Héllander.” “ Tannha 
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The Pall Mall Gazetle patnts ‘out that notiwith- 
pape pitampdaapes drags 
in France and Germany, the rate is still below 
several lines in England. The ‘lightning tral 

the Paris- Marseilles Line makes the 6 of 
miles between these two eities in 15 hours s 
minutes, the average speed, including sto 

| ing 35 miles an hour. ‘The express train om’ 
Lehrter Railway runs from Berlin: to Coiogne it 
rate of 372g miles an hour, including stops; msking 
the entire distanee of 364 miles in 9 hours and 26 
minutes: The Scottish mail leaves Euston-square ie 
at 8:50 in the evening and dsc 

at 6:45 the next morning. The distance is 401 
miles, the time 9 hours and 55 minutes, the tate 
speed, including stops, 4114 miles an hour. - 
press from King’s Cross runs to Edinburgh, =. dis. 
tance of 397 miles, in 919 hours, or at the rate < ‘ 
42 miles an hour, including stops. The fast train 
from Paddington to Plymouth, and the Irish mail 
from London to Holyhead, average between 4! 

42 miles-an hour, or about the same as the & 
trains. The fastest short-distance trains in Ger 
many are that which runs'‘from Spandau to Stendal,, 
571g miles, without stopping, in 1 hour and 17 min’ 


express which makes the distanee of 88%. 
miles, between. Berlin and Magdeburg, m 2 
hours. and. 7 minutes, or at the rate of . 
42 miles an hour, including two stops. In England 
a much higher rate of speed is attained on short dis. 
tances. The Great Western trains ruc through frony. 
London to Swindon at the rate of 53 miles an hour, 
making the entire distance of 7714 miles in 1 hour 
anid 27 minutes, while nearly 50 miles an hout i 
made by the special express, which runs. from Lou. 
don to Wantham, 105 miles, in 2 hours and & 
minutes. Thisis doubtless = much higher rate of 
|, speed than the usual schedule time on roads in the _ 
United. States. The Washington limited” express 
leaves New-York at 10 A. M. and reaches 
ton at 4 P. M. The distance, 230 miles, is made in» 
6 hours, oratthe rate of 58 1-5 miles da bow, eae -) 
ing stops. Between New-York and 

but two stops are made; the rate of speeds 40 
miles an hour - The Boston express, whieh Tonves . 
thi. Olty at 11 A) M., runs to Boston, 233. - 
miles, .in «7 hours and 11 minutes. which . 
is about. 32 miles an hour, including the > 


press train 6n the New-York Central. and Hudson” 


New-York and Albany, 143 miles; in 4 hours” and 
5 minutes, or nearly 36 miles an hour, Only one 
stop is made, The Cineinnati express on the Penn- 
tylvania Railroad leaves New-York at 6 in the even: 
ing and reaches Pittsburg, a distance of. 444 miles, 


at 8:30 on the following morning; and -Cincinnatl, : 
757 miles, at 8 P.M. of the sameiday. ‘The rate. ot 





speed, inelading stops, is about 30 miles an, hour 
between New-York and Pittsbarg, and 29° mile an 
hour between New-York and Oineizinati. The dis. 
tance between Harrisburg and Pittsburg, 249; miles 
is run in 7 hoursand 35 minutes, with three stops, 
or about 33 miles an hour. The fast line to Chicago. 
by way of the Pennsylvapia Road leaves New-York 
at 9 A. M., and reaches Qhicago at 7:20) on the fol 
lowing evening. ‘The distanée is 912 miles; the 
time 34 hours and 20 minutes, the rate of cert 
less than 27 miles an hour. 


NOTES FROM WASHINGTON. . 


SaaS RNY 
Waskixeton, Dee. 22, 1879. 


The receipts frotm internal revenue to-day - 
were $658,225 74, and from Customs $458,199 62, 
Mr. Frank Hatton, editor and proprietor of — 
the Burlixgton|(lowa) Hawk-Eye, has been oupotnted 

Postmaster at Burlington. x 


The counsel for M. A. Danphin ry : 
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